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sources of imported raw materials have made the eastern Alps the
home of the leading industries of Austria. Graz, located on the great
south bend of the Mur, has become the center of the Austrian iron and
steel and machine industries. Near at hand are the rich iron deposits of
the Eisenerzer Alps (the Iron Ore Alps), and lignite is mined around
Leoben and Graz itself. The whole Enz Valley is dotted with little
industrial towns, but Graz is the center of this metallurgical district,
and its large industrial population places it second among the Austrian
cities in size. In the north iron ore, lignite and salt are mined along the
Alpine foreland in Upper Austria. To the south, in Carinthia and
southern Styria, iron, lead, zinc and magnesite are mined, and nearly
every mining district supports industries using the particular mineral
produced. The extensive forests and abundant water power of Styria
and Upper Austria have made them important centers for the manu-
facture of pulp and paper. Depending upon imported raw materials,
the textile industries are best developed in Lower Austria. These nu-
merous industries, combined with better conditions for agriculture,
have caused the eastern Alps to be more densely populated than those
of the western and central portions of the country.

THE DANUBE LOWLANDS

The Danube lowlands contain the largest areas of level land in
Austria, and consequently form the agricultural center of the country.
The continental climate and their levelness have made them important
grain lands, and wheat, rye, oats and corn are raised. Throughout
Upper and Lower Austria the Danube Valley itself is narrow, but to
the north of the river lies a typically Bohemian area which contains a
considerable amount of good agricultural land. More than one-third
of each of these provinces is cultivated, and most of this land lies in or
to the north of the Danube Valley. Cereals and hay are the chief crops
raised, although excellent vineyards occupy the south-facing slopes.

To the east the valley opens out in the small but fertile plains of
Wien. Here the demands of the city population lead to the production
of truck and fruit crops, as well as grain. After leaving the Wien
Basin, the river enters the Hungarian plain; and here, in the newly
acquired province of Burgenland, is the greatest area of level, rich
land in Austria. The mixed population of Austrians, Croats and Hun-
garians carry on a more extensive type of agriculture than is to be
found in the rest of the country. Most of the land is devoted to cereals.
Cattle and horses are found on each farm. The picturesque costumes